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ID:202209 A Common

q Which word has a suffi x (ending) that 
means more than one?

\ A. wagons
\ B. childlike
\ C. singing
\ D. dress

ID:231013 D Common

w The opposite of the word heavy is

\ A. big.
\ B. long.
\ C. fast.
\ D. light.
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Read these poems about snow. Then answer the questions that follow.

Poem 1: 
Footprints

As I am walking
in the snow
my footprints follow
where I go,
and make a long
and winding track
that leads me home
when I turn back.

—John Frank

Poem 2: 
A Sprinkling of Snow

It hardly snowed at all last night
although I hoped it would

I wished for lots and lots of snow,
but wishing did no good.

With so much snow my snowman
would have grown and grown and grown.

But now he’s scarcely bigger than
a three-scoop ice-cream cone.

 —John Frank
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ID:231016 C Common

e In poem 1, which word means the same 
as winding?

\ A. short
\ B. wet
\ C. twisting
\ D. covered

ID:201796 B Common

r Read these lines from poem 1.

that leads me home
when I turn back.

What do these lines mean?
\ A.  The track does not lead all the 

way home.
\ B.  The speaker will follow the track 

to return home.
\ C.  The track will be hard to see on 

the way home.
\ D.  The speaker does not make a 

track that leads home.

ID:201797 D Common

t In poem 2, why is the speaker wishing 
for more snow?

\ A.  The person wants to go sledding.
\ B.  The person wants to make an

ice-cream cone.
\ C.  The person wants to watch snow 

fall at night.
\ D.  The person wants to make a 

larger snowman.

ID:201816 C Common

y Which word rhymes with cone?

\ A. go
\ B. snow
\ C. grown
\ D. home
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ID:201819 Common

u Explain how the speaker feels at the end of poem 2. Use details from poem 2.
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 Tell Me, Tree . . .
by Gail Gibbons

Trunk

Bud

Soil
Root

Stem

Leaf

Picture 1 Picture 2

Read this passage to learn what happens when a tree grows from a seed. 
Then answer the questions that follow.

All trees, even the biggest, begin their lives as seeds. These seeds 
come in different shapes and sizes.

A baby tree is called a seedling.
A seed sprouts when a small root begins to grow. As the root absorbs 

water and minerals, a tiny stem with just two small leaves begins to grow 
above the soil.

In time the stem becomes hard enough to be called wood.
Small branches begin to appear as buds that turn into tiny leaves. The 

hard, woody stem is called a tree trunk.
A trunk is covered by a hard layer of wood called bark. Bark protects 

trees from weather and insects and animals that attack them.
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ID:200736 D Common

i What do roots absorb?

\ A. seeds and soil
\ B. air and water
\ C. soil and sprouts
\ D. water and minerals

ID:200739 A Common

In time the stem becomes hard enough 
to be called wood.

o The words in time mean that

\ A. tree stems turn to wood very 
slowly.

\ B. some tree stems can grow to be 
large.

\ C. branches grow out from tree 
stems.

\ D. tree stems do not become hard 
like wood.

ID:200743 A Common

a Trees are protected from insects by

\ A. the bark.
\ B. the leaves.
\ C. the stem.
\ D. the branches.

ID:231015 B Common

s What does Picture 2 show that Picture 1 
does not show?

\ A. roots
\ B. a bud
\ C. soil
\ D. a leaf
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

ID:200758 seed_becomes_tree.eps Common

d Fill in the chart to tell how a seed becomes a tree. Use details from the passage.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how the speaker feels at the 
end of poem 2. Response includes relevant details from poem 2.

3
Response provides an explanation of how the speaker feels at the end of 
poem 2. Response includes some details from poem 2. 

2

Response provides a partial explanation of how the speaker feels at the 
end of poem 2. Response includes limited details from poem 2.

OR

Response provides an explanation of what happens in poem 2 without 
identifying how the speaker is feeling. 

1 Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

How the speaker in “A Sprinkling of Snow” (poem 2) feels at the end of the 
poem and why:

The person in poem 2 feels sad, disappointed, upset, let down, and unhappy because he:

 • wishes for more snow to fall during the night.

 • wants to make the snowman larger than an ice-cream cone.

 • wants lots of snow to fall in order to build a larger snowman.

Accept other responses that are based on information in poem 2.

ID:201819 Common

u Explain how the speaker feels at the end of poem 2. Use details from poem 2.



2NECAP_2005-2006_Grade3_Reading_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING

SCORE POINT 4

The response provides a thorough explanation of how the speaker feels and includes relevant details from 
poem 2 as support.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

The response provides an explanation of how the speaker feels and includes some details from poem 2 
as support.

SCORE POINT 2

The response provides a partial explanation of how the speaker feels and includes one detail from poem 
2 as support.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING

SCORE POINT 1

The response identifi es how the speaker feels but gives no details from poem 2 as support.

SCORE POINT 0

The response is incorrect.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

ID:200758 seed_becomes_tree.eps Common

d Fill in the chart to tell how a seed becomes a tree. Use details from the passage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response provides four correct answers from the passage, in proper 
sequence, that tell how a seed becomes a tree.

3
Response provides three correct answers from the passage, in proper 
sequence, that tell how a seed becomes a tree.

2
Response provides two correct answers from the passage, in proper 
sequence, that tell how a seed becomes a tree.

1

Response provides one correct answer from the passage that tells how a 
seed becomes a tree.

OR

Response is vague/minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank no response

Training Notes:

How a seed becomes a tree:

5. Small branches begin to appear as buds that turn into tiny leaves.

4. In time the stem becomes hard enough to be called “wood.”

3. A tiny stem with just two small leaves begins to grow above the soil.

2. The roots absorb water and minerals.

1. Roots begin to grow.

Responses need to be from the passage; accept abbreviated versions of each step.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

SCORE POINT 4

The response provides four correct answers from the passage, in proper sequence.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING

SCORE POINT 3

The response provides three correct answers from the passage, in proper sequence.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

SCORE POINT 2

The response provides two correct answers from the passage, in proper sequence.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING

SCORE POINT 1

The response demonstrates minimal understanding of the passage.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



11NECAP_2005-2006_Grade3_Reading_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 3 READING 

SCORE POINT 0

The response is irrelevant.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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